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TORONTO CALLED IT A “BOOK BINGE” 


‘“‘When are you people . . . going to cool off?’’ queried the Toronto 
| Globe and Mail’s Fly Leaf column to end its brief but vivid Book Week 
reports. ‘‘Literally’’ speaking, Western Canada was on the map in a new 
and different way as a result of Book Week. 


Those on the coast who felt the enthusiasm of the 3,000 participants, 
who heard the ‘‘sold out’’ reports of the book sellers, or coped with the rush 
for library copies of Canadian books, knew that the comment was justified. 
Vancouver was indeed enjoying an unprecedented heat-wave of Canadian 
literary interest and activity. For instead of being the dull, academic affair 
sceptics had feared, Book Week had proved itself interesting, informative, 
amusing—even hilarious at times. 


Book Week was sponsored by the Community Arts Council of Van- 
| couver in conjunction with the annual Young Canada’s Book Week. In 
organizing the project, the Council had undertaken to serve in its capacity 
as a co-ordinator, with the aim of setting a new example of what might be 
done to expand previously separate annual book events, by drawing in other 
interested organizations to consolidate all phases of literary activity into 
one major drive. 


In an effort to coincide with Young Canada’s Book Week and Canadian 
Book Week plans, (as well as to stimulate the pre-Christmas book trade), the 
Council planned the event for mid-November. To the committee’s disap- 
pointment, however, the Canadian Authors’ national office wired regrets 
that their nation-wide Book Week was to take place in the Spring of 1953. 
The committee then reluctantly decided that the aim of co-ordinating all 
major events in this area was impossible for the current year. Backed by 
an offer of co-operation from the local branch of Canadian Authors’, the 
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committee therefore decided to follow through 
as planned and to hold the event from Novem- 
ber 15th to 22nd. 


Committee representation was broad indeed. 
At the Arts Council’s request, city librarian, 
E. S. Robinson, agreed to serve as chairman, 
with university librarian, Neal Harlow, as vice- 
chairman and the Couwncil’s president, G. C. 
Andrew in charge of the program. Among 
chairmen of the fifteen sub-committees was 
Mr. John Haar of the Department of University 
Extension, Mrs. Jack Shadbolt, docent of Van- 
couver Art Gallery, Mrs. O. S. Fingarson, 
chairman of the Council's Literary Section, and 
Mrs. Austin Taylor, social chairman for the 
Council. Librarians, teachers, writers, public 
relations experts and Council Board members 
gave their time as committee members during 
the six months of hard work in preparation for 
Book Week. In addition to the groups of the 
Council’s Literary Section who provided the 
noon hour program series, some fifteen major 
organizations lent their strength to the Book 
Week effort. 

The week-long program was opened with an 
inaugural address by the Minister of Education, 
and consisted of an authors’ workshop, noon 
hour series, evening panels and a_ children’s 
morning program, and various exhibits. Sparked 
by talented speakers these events roused a new 
and lively interest in the reading, writing, buy 
ing, selling, borrowing, lending, collecting and 
publishing of Canadian books. 

The Friday night panel of November 21st 
was perhaps particularly outstanding. Seven 
hundred people overflowed Vancouver Art Gal- 
lery’s main auditorium to hear a fascinating 
and often hilarious program of readings by 
\llan Craley, Eric Nicol, Earle Birney and 
Dorothy Somerset. Despite themselves, any 
people who came prepared to laugh at Canadian 
authors found themselves laughing almost con- 
vulsively with them. 


Equally merry were the “1001” children who 
packed the auditorium of a local department 
store the following morning for a program 
called “Young Canada Reads’’—the finale of 
Young Canada’s Book Week. The children thor- 
oughly enjoyed the program—as their eager 
faces, their laughter and singing showed. 


The youngsters were delighted as Helen 
Dickson Reynolds, Dr. Donalda Dickie and 
Catherine Anthony Clarke vividly described the 
process of creating their favourite book char- 
acters, and by Mrs. W. G. Crisp’s on-the-spot 
sample of how she illustrates her author-hus- 
band’s work. Equal response greeted school- 
mates who, under Helen Grier’s able direction, 
brought book characters to life. Throughout 
the program, the easy commentaries of M.C. 
Ross Mortimer set a friendly relaxed tone, and 
before cheering fellow-students in the final 
flurry of the book quiz, the children had an 
opportunity to let off steam by singing Cana- 
dian folk songs. 

ln addition to those already mentioned, panel 
authors included such well-known names as 
Ethel Wilson, Audrey Alexander Brown, 
Bruce Hutchison, F. H. Soward and Robert 
Alison Hood. Publisher John Gray, literary 
critic Sally Creighton and city librarian E. S. 
Robinson ably represented other phases of 
literary activity. The first evening panel was 
broadcast by the C.B.C. 

Vancouver Art Gallery, the university and 
public libraries held colorful, interesting 
exhibits of Canadian books, and book bind- 
ing, printing processes, jacket design and manu- 
script preparation. Some of the stores had given 
window display space, while others made 
special book displays or gave cash donations 
toward expenses of the week. The Department 
of Education gave a small grant, and Canadian 
publishers generously donated books on the 
Council’s selected list of titles as prizes for the 
100-book raffle, which defrayed the remaining 
costs, making it possible to hold all events, 
admission free. 

At the end of the week, the Community Arts 
Council took stock of its achievements. Even in 
retrospect, the idea had worked out better than 
most people had dared hope. Almost all who 
participated, directly or indirectly, were con- 
vinced that it was a worthwhile venture—‘Well 
conceived and organized,” as John Gray later 
remarked. 

Of course, there were complaints—the ine- 
vitable complaints which meet any such large- 
scale effort on its trial run. There were those 
who objected to the tailoring of Young Canada’s 
Book quiz, made necessary by time allotments, 
those who felt that the emphasis on Canadianism 
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as such, and on the buying of books, was mis- 
directed. But the majority agreed that while 
Vancouver’s Young Canada’s Book Week was 
less extensive than in other years, its final 
program was more directly appealing to the 
eyes and ears of a larger number of children 
than ever before. In the adult programs, there 
were similar comments about over-emphasis 
on Canadian works and on the commercial 
aspects of Book Week. 


Even the pessimists who said the slogan 
“Buy Books by Canadians” could not hope to 
sell books, proved short-sighted, and the scope 
of the project had gone far beyond anything 
the Committee had originally envisaged. 


It had drawn together the literary interests 
and working strength of the public libraries, 
book dealers and publishers, the services of 
the University and its Extension Department, 
the Vancouver school system, the talent of 
writers, collectors, critics, and press and radio 
personnel. Book lists were distributed through 
the British Columbia Library Association and 
through the University’s Extension services, and 
contacts were made with centers in various 
parts of British Columbia and in other prov- 


inces with the hope that the program might be 
extended and similar projects developed else- 
where another year. 

The Community Arts Council feels satisfied 
that it achieved a portion of its long term aim 
to promote a 5,000-book domestic market for 
every good Canadian book published — that 
“Buy Books” had sold books and increased 
the reading public’s interest in Canadian letters. 
A new pattern was set which could be used as 
a guide for future book week planning, both in 
Vancouver and in other parts of the country, 
and the Council had once agaim demonstrated 
its services in co-ordinating, stimulating and 
publicizing the work of artists and their groups. 

The complete program and selected list of 
Canadian works is available through the British 
Columbia Library Association or from the 
Community Arts Council. Information on Coun- 
cil activities in all fields of the arts may also be 
obtained from the Council office, 581 Granville 
Street, Vancouver, B.C. 


Moira Sweeny, 

Executive Secretary, 

Community Arts Council of 
Vancouver. 


BUY BOOKS BY CANADIANS 


FICTION 


Eva Bruce: Call Her Rosie 
Morley Callaghan: A Native Argosy 

They Shall Inherit the Earth 

The Loved and the Lost 
Grace M. Campbell: Thorn-Apple Tree 
Philip Child: Mr. Ames Against Time 
Luella Creighton: High Bright Buggy Wheels 
Ralph Connor: The Man From Glengarry 
Mazo de la Roche: Jalna 
Richard Diespecker: Elizabeth 
Gwethalyn Graham: Earth and High Heaven 
Frederick P. Grove: The Master of the Mill 
Germaine Guevremont: The Outlander 
Roderick Haig-Brown: On the Highest Hill 
Louis Hemon: Maria Chapdelaine 
William Kirby: The Golden Dog 


A. M. Klein: The Second Scroll 
Henry Kreisel: The Rich Man 
Roger Lemelin: The Town Below 
Malcolm Lowry: Under the Volcano 
Arthur Mayse: Desperate Search 


Hugh MacLennan: Two Solitudes 
The Precipice Each Man’s Son 


Edward McCourt: Home Is the Stranger 
Edward F. Meade: Remember Me 
W. O. Mitchell: Who Has Seen the Wind 


Thomas H. Raddall: His Majesty’s Yankees 
The Nymph and the Lamp 


Jane Rolyat: The Lily of Fort Garry 
jabrielle Roy: The Tin Flute 
Patrick Slater: The Yellow Briar 


Ethel Wilson: The Innocent Traveller 
Equations of Love 
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HUMOR 

Earle Birney: Turvey 

Selwyn Dewdney: Wind Without Rain 

Robertson Davies: The Diary of Samuel March- 
banks 

T. C. Haliburton: Sam Slick the Clockmaker 

Paul G. Hiebert: Sarah Binks 

Stephen Leacock: Sunshine Sketches of a Little 
Town Literary Lapses 

Eric Nicol: Sense and Nonsense The Roving I 

Len Norris: Cartoons (from the Vancouver 
Sun) 

John D. Robins and Margaret Ray (eds): 

The Book of Canadian Humour 


GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 


E. K. Brown: On Canadian Poetry 

D. Buchanan: The Growth of Canadian 
Painting 

Hugh M. Clokie: Canadian Government and 
Politics 

\. W. Currie: Economic Geography of Canada 

R. Macgregor Dawson: The Government of 
Canada 

Fred HH. Goodchild: British Columbia, Its 
History, People and Industry 

Roderick Haig-Brown: Measure of the Year 

A River Never Sleeps 

Richmond P. Hobson: Grass Beyond the Moun- 
tains 

Bruce Hutchison: The Unknown Country 


The Fraser The Incredible Canadian 
Hugh L. Keenleyside: Canada and the United 
States 
Anne Langton: A Gentlewoman in Upper 
Canada 


Arthur R. M. Lower: Colony to Nation 
Canada: Nation and Neighbour 


Edgar McInnis: Canada: A Political and Social 
History 

Graham McInnes: Canadian Art 

Hugh MacLennan: Cross-Country 

Vincent Massey: On Being Canadian 

Susanna Moodie: Roughing It in the Bush 

Ross Munro: Gauntlet to Overload 

Desmond Pacey: Creative Writing in Canada 


Anne Merriman Peck: The Pageant of Cana- 
dian History 
Oliver Philpott: Stolen Journey 
John D. Robins: The Incomplete Anglers 
John D. Robins (ed.): A Pocketful of Canada 
ROYAL COMMISSION: The Massey Report 
—Report of the Royal Commission on 
National Development in the Arts, Let- 
ters, and Sciences 
William Sclater: Haida (The Story of the 
Destroyer) 
F. H. Soward: Canada in World Affairs, 1944- 
1946 
Percy Taverner: Birds of Canada 
Kenneth M. Wells: The Owl Pen 


BIOGRAPHY 

Edmund A, Brasset: A Doctor’s Pilgrimage 

Emily Carr: Klee Wyck Growing Pains 

Donald C. Creighton: John A. Macdonald 

Josephine Phelan: The Ardent Exile: The Life 
and Times of D’Arcy McGee 

Alice Ravenhill: Memoirs of an Educational 
Pioneer 

Laura Salverson: Confessions of an Immigrant’s 
Daughter 

Oscar D. Skelton: Life and Letters of Sir Wil- 
frid Laurier (2 vols.) 

Lionel Stevenson: The Showman of Vanity Fair 


JUVENILE 


Clare Bice: Across Canada 

Catherine Anthony Clark: The Sun Horse 
Lyn Cook: The Magic Fiddler 

Thomas B. Costain: High Towers 

W. G. Crisp: Ook-Pik 

Donalda Dickie: The Great Adventure 
Hubert Evans: North to the Unknown 


Roderick Haig-Brown: Starbuck Valley Winter 
Saltwater Summer 


Arthur Heming: The Drama of the Forest 
T. Morris Longstreth: Gallows Rock 


L. M. Montgomery: Anne of Green Gables 
Anne of Avonlea 


Dickson Reynolds: Brother Scouts 
Louise Riley: The Mystery Horse 
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Charles G. D. Roberts: Thirteen Bears 
E. T. Seton: Wild Animals I Have Known 
Ronald Syme: Champlain of the St. Lawrence 


DRAMA 
Earle Birney: Trial of a City 
Robertson Davies: Fortune, My Foe 
At My Heart’s Core 
Lister Sinclair: A Play on Words and Other 
Radio Plays 


POETRY 

Earle Birney: Strait of Anian 

Audrey A. Brown: Dryad in Nanaimo 
Bliss Carman: Ballads and Lyrics 
Roy Daniells: Deeper Into the Forest 
Louis Dudek: East of the City 


W. H. Drummond: Complete Poems 

Robert Finch: The Strength of the Hills 

A. M. Klein: The Rocking Chair and Other 
Poems 

Archibald Lampman: Lyrics of Earth 

Douglas LePan: The Wounded Prince 

Dorothy Livesay: Day and Night 

Anne Marriott: Sandstone and Other Poems 

P. K. Page: As Ten, As Twenty 

EK. J. Pratt: Collected Poems 

James Reaney: The Red Heart 

Charles G. D. Roberts: Selected Poems 

D. C. Scott: Selected Poems 

F. R. Scott: Overture 

%. W. Service: Complete Poems 

A. J. M. Smith (ed.): The Book of Canadian 
Poetry 

Anne Wilkinson: Counterpoint to Sleep 


JUNIOR MEMBERS ROUND TABLE 


To Junior Members 
Potential Junior Members 
People I would like to see as Junior 
Members 
Greetings: 

The A.L.A. is a big organization and there- 
fore the little librarian, particularly the young 
librarian, often feels left out; what he needs is 
a group within that large organization that he 
can feel he belongs to. The Junior Members 
Round Table is such a group. All members are 
the younger librarians and therefore are faced 
with the same problems. Join then and really 
get something from your A.L.A. membership. 
If you are new to the profession or like to be 
with librarians your own age, be sure and 
join the J.M.R.T. 


Unfortunately dues have to be paid to support 
any organization and this is the time of the 
year that those dues should be paid. As you all 
know the Junior Members Round Table is 
undertaking a tremendous task in trying to 
establish a Placement Service geared especially 


for the young librarian. This service will bene- 
fit all young librarians and is free of charge to 
all members of the Junior Members Round 
Table. Naturally, even though the national 
officers work without pay, there are expenses 
and therefore we need dues from as many mem- 
bers as possible to make this venture a success. 


Individual memberships are: .50 per year 


Group membership $3.00 per year 


Hoping to hear from all of you, | wish you 
a Happy New Year and also hope to get your 
dues promptly. 

Members will receive all publications of the 
J.M.R.T. including the News Letter, and Place- 
ment Bulletins. 

\nxiously waiting, I remain 

Your Secretary-Treasurer 

James M. Hillard, Librarian 
Curtis Memorial Library 


Meriden, Connecticut, 
U.S.A. 
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... BULLETIN BOARD ... 


Okanagan Regional Library 


Mrs. Ffoulkes is at present in England on 
two-months’ leave of absence. Mrs. Elliott is 
acting Chief Librarian. 

During young Canada’s Book Week, the 
children’s librarian, Miss Webb, attended 
numerous P.-T.A. meetings to discuss children’s 
books; two special displays of books were 
arranged in the library—one for teen-age 
readers, and one for parents wishing to give 
children’s books for Christmas presents. Miss 
Webb also had a special broadcast over CKOV 
—in addition to her usual twice-weekly pro- 
gram on the air. All this activity has led to 
an absolute boom in the children’s section, 
and the need for more books is once again a 
matter of urgency. 


Late in October, Mrs. Ffoulkes and three 
other members of our staff paid a brief informal 
visit to the Fraser Valley Regional Library. 
Our chief purpose in going was to inspect the 
results of the current building program in the 
Fraser Valley, and to obtain a general exchange 
of ideas. We were all much impressed with the 
beautiful branch at Chilliwack—and very envi- 
ous of it too, as we were of the new headquar- 
ters building now under way in Abbotsford. 
We were royally treated by Mr. Ley and his 
staff, and particularly enjoyed a luncheon meet- 
ing of branch custodians to which we were 
invited. We all found that such an interchange 
of opinions on problems common to Regional 
libraries was most interesting and helpful. 

Agnes L. Stiell 





Public Library Commission 

With the approval of the Minister of Educa- 
tion, the Public Library Commission has ex- 
tended free use of the Open Shelf to residents 
of Indian reservations. Formerly the service 
had been restricted to territory under provincial 
control. Free Travelling Library service is also 
being provided for Indian day schools on the 
same basis as to schools under the direction of 
the Provincial Department of Education. 


It is of interest to note in this connection 
that there are now agreements between Pro- 


vincial and Federal authorities for the joint 
operation of schools for Indian and white pupils 
in 12 school districts, the first of which was 
made for Hazelton in 1950. 


On the other hand Open Shelf service is 
being discontinued to territory within the 
metropolitan areas of Victoria, Vancouver, and 
New Westminster which, although not pres- 
ently served by municipal public libraries, is, 
in the opinion of the Commission in a position 
to assume the responsibility for public library 
service. 

On a recent inspection of libraries in the 
North-Central and Peace River Districts, the 
Superintendent noted steady library expansion 
and progress. For some time there has been a 
well established service to the schools and 
communities along the 600 miles of the Alaska 
Highway extending far beyond the “Peace 
River Block” right to the Yukon border. 


In the Block itself a second co-operative li- 
brary organization has now been set up similar 
to the one that has been operating in the North- 
Central District. It takes in the four public 
library associations at Dawson Creek, Pouce 
Coupe, Tate Creek, and Fort St. John. The 
Commission’s Branch at Dawson Creek serves 
as regional headquarters for the organization, 
performing such functions as the _ selection, 
ordering, and processing of books, the exchange 
of books amongst the different libraries, and 
periodical visitation of the four units. 


The North-Central Co-operative is being in- 
creased by the addition of new libraries at 
Vanderhoof and Terrace. Vanderhoof repre- 
sents the revival of a public library association 
which had a rather short period of activity from 
1937 to 1939. Terrace is a new organization in 
a community that is giving evidence of Alcan 
influence. The C.N.R. spur at Kitimat will 
branch off from the main line near Terrace. 
This will bring up to eight the number of 
libraries associated in the North-Central Co- 
operative Library. 


At Kemano good library progress is being 
made under the direction of Miss Catherine 
Pearce, librarian for the Morrison-Knudsen 
Company of Canada which is in charge of 
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construction operations in that area, Although 
the Public Library Commission recommended 
the formation of a public library association 
and offered a liberal grant, the Company has 
preferred to keep the administration of all local 
activities under its control and has made a 
liberal first appropriation for the purchase of 
books. Assistance is being given by the Com- 
mission in the form of travelling libraries for 
half a dozen of the camps scattered over the 
mountains and valleys of this rugged country, 
as well as for the 4-room school at Wachwas 
Village—“married quarters” for employees a 
few miles from Kemano. Extensive use is also 
being made of the Open Shelf. 

Public Library associations have recently 
been formed at Capilano Highlands (North 
Vancouver) and Cranberry Lake (Powell River 
area). The Commission is making grants to 
both Associations and also to Sey-Lynn Recre- 
ations, a community group which is providing 
library service in the eastern section of the 
District of North Vancouver. 

A brief library survey is being made of 
Burnaby. 


University of British Columbia 


On October 15th the library at the Vancouver 
General Hospital officially became the Bio- 
Medical branch of the University Library. Miss 
Doreen Fraser is in charge assisted by Miss 
Marguerite Stewart, Miss Eleanor Riches and 
Mrs. Margaret Barnes. The library has been 
moved from the T.B. Control Centre to newly 
renovated quarters across Tenth Avenue. At 
present, the rickety wooden shelves contrast 
lamentably with the cheery walls, but new steel 
shelving is expected very soon. 

Miss Mary Thompson, who joined the U.B.C. 
Library staff as a Junior Librarian in the 
Reference Division, came to us from Toronto 
where she was a cataloguer for the Board of 
Education Library. 

Among the recent acquisitions of the Serials 
Divisions are No. 1 of “Notes Informative: In- 
quisitive: Acquisitive” a publication of the 
Librarian and “Library Truck: a journal carry- 
ing much weight” published by the Library 
staff association. 

The library staff have begun the annual cam- 
paign for library bursary funds. To date the 
Reference and Catalogue divisions have held 
luncheons in the staff lounge while other talent- 


ed cooks have brought delicious cakes and 
cookies to sell. The profits to date indicate 
healthy appetites among our staff members. 

Dr. Earle Birney initiated a new venture 
when he gave an hour’s reading of his poems. 
This was held in the Sedgewick browsing room 
during the noon hour and more than one hun- 
dred people were present. We hope to have 
other local writers give similar readings of 
their work during the coming months. 


Vancouver Public Library 


At the end of one year and the beginning of 
another the mood is one both of retrospect and 
plans for the future. The new Central Library 
still flickers like a will o’ the wisp, just out of 
reach. We now must await the 1953 civic 
election before even the first steps towards 
concrete realization can ‘be taken. In the mean- 
time, consolidation and development of existing 
facilities go on. The Film Section and Business 
and Economics Division, new a year ago, are 
growing in healthy fashion. The system as a 
whole is building up both book-stock and pub- 
lic service. Changes improving the service of 
the technical processes have been undertaken. 
Additional space in the Old City Hall building, 
which became available recently is being put to 
use for training and other personnel functions. 

The work done in previous years by the 
Children’s Librarians of the Vancouver Public 
Library in promoting Young Canada’s Book 
Week bore fruit in 1952 in the very successful 
week-long Book Fair organized by the Com- 
munity Arts Council during the week November 
15 to 22. Under the chairmanship of Mr. E. S. 
Robinson, a representative committee planned 
a programme around the slogan “Buy books 
by Canadians.” Included in it were forums for 
writers, panels on Canadian writing and on 
books to buy, and opportunities to hear authors 
reading their own works. It ended on Saturday 
morning with a Young Canada’s Book Week 
programme for children who turned out about 
one thousand strong in the auditorium of the 
Hudson’s Bay Co. At all the meetings attend- 
ance was good and enthusiasm high. It affords 
an excellent example of a_ well-planned co- 
operative effort which grew from modest be- 
ginnings in the Boys’ and Girls’ Department of 
the Public Library to this point of community- 
wide impact. 








Page 8. B.C.L.A. BULLETIN 


January, 1953. 





Victoria Public Library 


As our first year in our shining new quarters 
draws to a close, we of the Victoria Public 
Library extend to you all our heartiest wishes 
for a happy New Year. 

Since Miss Clay’s departure from the Library 
at the end of September, we have all been 
following with keen interest her round-the-world 
itinerary. Her first port of call was Honolulu, 
and she has since visited Singapore and various 
points in New Zealand and Australia. Miss Clay 
plans to spend Christmas in Bombay at the 
home of a former staff member, then Miss 
Frances Madeley, now Mrs. Dodds. We have 
received a Christmas card, sent from Australia, 
in which Miss Clay informs us that she has held 
“a little kangaroo”! 


During the past few months, the Staff Asso- 
ciation has held a series of concerts of record- 
ed music in aid of the B.C.L.A. Bursary and 
Loan Fund. The concerts, by kind permission 
of the Victoria Public Library Board, have been 


held in the Music Room of the Library. The 
records used have been loaned from the private 
collections of individual staff members and a 
small admission fee has been charged. 


We are very sorry to report that Miss Jean 
Porter, Head of our Circulation Department, 
is still away on sick leave. She may be reached 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Victoria. 

A staff marriage has taken place since the 
last bulletin was issued: that of Miss Louise 
Rosenbury, Secretary to the Librarian, to Mr. 
Claude Seary. 

Miss Catherine Firth, our former Film 
Librarian, has left the staff and is now with the 
National Film Board in Vancouver. Her duties 
here have been taken over by Miss Beverley 
Wallace, formerly of the Circulation Depart- 
ment. 


Our most recent staff member is Miss Anne 
Collison, assistant in the Circulation Depart- 
ment. 

Nancy Little. 
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B.C.L.A. 
CONVENTION 


The convention is to be held from 
May 2 to May 4 at Kelowna. Will the 
chairmen of committees please have 


their reports in early. 
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